Party Planning

Overview

So many (kinds of) parties, so little time.  From birthday parties to baby showers, elegant to wacky, planning a party can be as simple or as complex as you make it.  Games and activities add to the fun, while decorations and favors help to create just the right ambiance for your special occasion.  Attention to detail will ensure a party that will remain in the minds of your guests for years to come.

 

Imagine a party where no one sits idly in the corner with nothing to do but wait for the perfect opportunity to make an inconspicuous exit.  Envision your own backyard transformed into a “haunted maze” where guests will enjoy an authentic western hoedown!  All of this is possible with a little planning.

 

 

Party Themes 

 

Matching an appropriate party theme to a specific occasion is as vital to the success of a party as the guests themselves.  

 

Some popular party themes are:

 

Western Party

Appropriate occasion(s): couples bridal shower, anniversary, fall harvest

Suggested location(s): outdoors (backyard), barn, harvested (or partially) field

Western-themed parties provide a casual yet entertaining atmosphere.  This theme is easy to plan and execute because of its ties to everyday country living.

 

Retro/Flashback Party

Appropriate occasion(s): Birthday, Bachelor/bachelorette party, anniversary, reunion

Suggested location(s): home, rented party location

This theme is a fun way to re-live the past while celebrating the present.  Choose a decade/era, and your guests will follow suit with “blast from the past” clothing!

 

Luau

Appropriate occasion(s): Engagement, anniversary, couples bridal shower, going away

Suggested location(s): outdoors (backyard/pool deck) 

The luau is a popular theme because of its tendency towards exotic atmosphere, as if on a Hawaiian get-away.

 

Casino

Appropriate occasion(s): Bachelor/bachelorette party, reunion, graduation, retirement

Suggested location(s): home (large space, such as recreational basement), rented party location

This type of party can serve not only as an entertaining good time, but as a fundraising venue as well.  Lots of action!

 

Spa Party

Appropriate occasion(s): Bachelorette party, birthday, bridal shower

Suggested location(s): home, actual spa

A spa party appeals to the ladies.  This is an opportunity to pamper your bridesmaids (and the bride), a dear friend or any other special lady in your life.

 

Mystery/Who Done It

Appropriate occasion(s): Couples shower, birthday, New Years Eve

Suggested location(s): home, rented location specializing in this type of event

A mystery party is a great way to get all your guests involved, and serves as an instant ice breaker and conversation piece!

 

Super Bowl

Appropriate occasion(s): The Super Bowl, of course!

Suggested location(s): home, sports bar

This theme suits the avid sports fan as well those who prefer to sit in the kitchen, munching on great snack food and visiting with other guests.

 

What to do

 

Enjoyment rating

+          Fun

++        Hold me back

+++     PARTY!

 

Haunted maze/house   ++

A haunted maze and/or haunted house can serve as one of other activities at a party, or it can stand as a lone activity for your party.  The spookier, the better!  You can even recruit some of your guests to help pull off this “spook-tacular” attraction!

 

Charades  ++

This is typically one of those activities that starts off rather slow, but picks up as it goes along.  Even the “wallflowers” of the party can get into this game as inhibitions are sure to fade after a few good laughs (and correct guesses)!

 

Scavenger Hunt  +++  

Scavenger hunts will bring out the competitive side of your guests, therefore creating fast-paced action and desire to win.  This activity works for almost any kind of party.  Enforcing a time limit will add an element of excitement to the hunt.

 

Limbo  +

While a limbo almost always turns into a hysterical display of awkward movements, not everyone will be comfortable or willing to participate.  If the limbo is on your list of party activities, be sure to also include something for the less daring.

 

 

How to decorate

 

Expense rating

$          You can find most of these decorations around the house

$$        May stretch your weekly budget

$$$      Save up in advance

 

Straw hats and hay bales        $$

Party supply stores stock very inexpensive straw hats.  These can be worn by guests, and can also serve as table centerpieces or wall decorations.  Depending on your connections in the farm industry, you may be able to grab a few bales of hay for free.  Otherwise, you can pick these up rather inexpensively at farmer’s market.

 

Floral leis and tiki torches       $$

For the motivated and creative party planner, floral leis can be handmade from homegrown flowers or inexpensive store bought flowers and string.  Other options include silk floral or plastic leis, available at party supply stores, usually bought in bulk for cheaper prices.  Bamboo tiki torches can be found in the home & garden sections of most stores for practically nothing…a very inexpensive illumination option that also creates authentic ambience.

 

Sports memorabilia     $

You can use your own footballs, posters, jerseys or other sports-related items to decorate for a sports-themed party.  You may want to shell out out a few bucks for sports-themed paper plates, napkins and cups.  For artistic party planners, make your own banners to hang up around the party location.

 

Dice, betting chips and flashy garland   $$$

While decorating for a casino party doesn’t have to break the bank, you might want to plan in advance for the extra expense.  The good news is, the décor for a casino party doubles as playing paraphernalia as well as party favors.  These items can be picked up at party supply stores or online.  

